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THE MEDITERRANEAN: AN AREA WITH PERSISTING GAPS….
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Source: State of Environment and Development in the Mediterranean- SOED 2020- UNEP & PlanBleu



….AND INCREASING CHALLENGES

BOLOGNA, 15 Aprile 2023

Source: State of Environment and Development in the Mediterranean- SOED 2020- UNEP & PlanBleu



THE BLUE ECONOMY  TECHNOLOGICAL TRAJECTORIES
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BLUE ECONOMY IN  FOUR KEY MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES
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Source: Blue Economy in the Maghreb – Cluster BIG (2022)



MAIN FINDINGS: STATUS OF DEVELOPMENT AND GAPS
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Sector development None Mild Growing Strong



THE ROLE OF INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS
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Source: adapted from M. Mazzucato, 2017



PROMOTING THE ACCELERATION OF TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
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TOWARDS A MAGHREB CLUSTER: MOU WITH TUNISIAN BLUE CLUSTER
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE MEDBLEU 2022

• Ports digitalization and greening;

• Artisanal fishing and aquaculture;

• Ports-de-plaisance;

• Renewable energies;

• Blue skills: new professional profiles/Cluster PM;

• Study on the «Blue Economy in the Maghreb»;

• Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP);



BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN: CLUSTER BIG ACTIONS
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TITOLO DIAPOSITIVA
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MEDBAN PROJECT (COSME FUND)



COASTAL AND MARITIME TOURISM SECTORS
- innovative solutions and products for water and energy

saving for hotels, camping and/or touristic facilities
- Innovative solutions and products to guarantee water

quality to coastal and insular facilities

BLUE ECONOMY AREAS MAIN 
ACTIONS

Financing services to 
SMEs to tackle the 

challanges:

- Open innovation
- Twin transformation

- Ideation
- Acceleration
- Consulting
- Training

- Internationalisation 
& matchmaking

TARGET 
COUNTRIES

Direct impact

Italy
Portugal
Greece
Spain

Indirect impact

Tunisia
Morocco
LATAM
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IKAT PROJECT (COSME FUND)



BLUE & CIRCULAR ECONOMY
- Increase education and employment to reach and empower

NEETs and young women by providing expendable skills in
the labor market, with focus on blue & circular economy

- Develop increasing knowledge of maritime clusters
manager to tackle issues related to blue economy sectors,
with positive impacts on the bioeconomy

BLUE ECONOMY AREAS

- Gaps analysis of 
maritime clusters 
managers’ skills 

- Training of new 
maritime clusters 

manager

TARGET 
COUNTRIES

Direct impact

Italy
Portugal
Greece
Malta

Indirect impact

Sourthern shore
countries

MAIN 
ACTIONS
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MARMED PROJECT (ERASMUS+ FUND)
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THANK YOU

Write to: info@clusterbig.it

mailto:info@clusterbig.it

